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Cecilia Superchi. Peer review process [Assaig de proposta de tesi doctoral] 

The peer review process is defined as “evaluation of scientific, academic, or professional work 
by others working in the same field”. Despite the long history and employment of the peer 
review process, its efficacy is still a topic of controversy. In particular, reviewers rarely receive a 
formal training on how to write a review report and their capacity to detect major errors and 
misconduct has been increasingly questioned. Little is known from an editor's perspective about 
how to assess the quality of a peer review report and which components are related to its 
quality. My PhD project will investigate how to measure peer review report quality in health 
research. 

 

Evi Gkioni. Improving the planning and monitoring of recruitment to clinical trials [Assaig de 
presentació per a les III jornadas jovenes investigadores de la SEB] 

Successfully recruiting the pre-specified number of patients to time and target within clinical 
trials remains a difficult challenge that negatively impacts all clinical trial stakeholders. 
Identifying the models which can be used for the prediction of recruitment is of high 
importance and in 2010 a systematic review was published by Barnard et al. (1) describing five 
classes of models to predict recruitment published before July 2008. A new systematic review 
covering the period 2008 to 2016 identified 19 eligible papers. Poisson-gamma, Bayesian, 
Fractional Brownian motion and simulation models are the main categories described. A Shiny 
application implementing selected models, has been developed to extend the availability of 
models to users without a statistical background. 

 

Lore Zumeta. A multi-state model for the prognosis of non-mild acute pancreatitis [Assaig de 
presentació per a les III jornadas jovenes investigadores de la SEB] 

Acute pancreatitis (AP) is an inflammatory condition of the pancreas with low mortality in its 
mild forms. Nevertheless, the most severe forms, and consequently patients with AP admitted 
to Intensive Care Units (ICU), showed high mortality. In addition, prediction of AP mortality is 
not straightforward due to the low incidence of the most severe forms and because its 
fluctuating clinical course. Motivated by data from an observational, prospective study of 286 
patients with non-mild AP who entered the ICU of the Donostia University Hospital between 
2001 and mid-2017, we propose a multi-state modeling approach. The so-called illness-death 
model is used to provide a better knowledge of the AP patients evolution. 

 

 

 


